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Azar Gat sets out to resolve one of the age-old questions of human existence: why people fightA

marked shift in the balance between these options has occurred since the onset of the industrial

age. Rather than modern war becoming more costly (it hasn't), it is peace that has become more

rewarding. Scrutinizing existing theories concerning the decline of war--such as the 'democratic

peace' and 'capitalist peace'--Gat shows that they in fact partake of a broader Modernization Peace

that has been growing since 1815. By now, war has disappeared within the world's most developed

areas. Finally, Gat explains why the Modernization Peace has been disrupted in the past, as during

the two World Wars, and how challenges to it may still arise. They include claimants to alternative

modernity--such as China and Russia--anti-modernists, and failed modernizers that may spawn

terrorism, potentially unconventional.
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"Azar Gat is among the most brilliant of historians of war, with a masterful command of history and

biology, and a gift for combining them to provide deep and revelatory insight. War has long been

considered an enigma of the human condition, but after reading this book you will feel that you

understand it." --Steven Pinker, Johnstone Professor of Psychology, Harvard University, and author

of How the Mind Works and The Better Angels of Our Nature "Exhilarating - it makes clear and

brave statements rather than hedging contentious matters ...." --Sir Paul Collier, Professor of

Economics and Public Policy, Blavatnik School of Government, University of Oxford



Azar Gat is Ezer Weitzman Professor of National Security in the School of Political Science,

Government, and International Affairs at Tel Aviv University. His most recent books include:

Victorious and Vulnerable: Why Democracy Won in the 20th Century and How It is still Imperiled

(Hoover, 2010); and Nations: The Long History and Deep Roots of Political Ethnicity and

Nationalism (CUP, 2013; with Alexander Yakobson). His War in Human Civilization (OUP, 2006)

was named one of the best books of the year by the Times Literary Supplement. His books have

been translated into Spanish, Japanese, Chinese, Korean, Greek, Turkish, and Hebrew.
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